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Discussing the ideal local government
based on the experiences of Kumamoto city
as an ordinance-designated city
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With the goals of “shifting jobs from the public to the private sector and from
national to local governments,” the so-called “great merger of municipalities
in the Heisei era” was implemented as part of decentralization reform. Taking
advantage of that movement and overcoming many difficulties, Kumamoto
city merged with three neighboring towns and became an
ordinance-designated city, which was its long-cherished wish. Kumamoto city
] ] ] ] chose to become an ordinance-designated city as a means of solving various
*k Remote Simultaneous English Interpretation available problems such as the straw effect due to the operation of the Kyushu
http://higoprogram.jp/en/20221124gs/ Shinkansen line, declining birthrate and aging population, population decline,
and the growing inter-regional disparity. Ten years after the merger,
\ Kumamoto city was seriously affected by unforeseen circumstances including
CE D FI0F A IV ARREL AR OREE ATV RN LET the Kumamoto earthquake and the COVID-19 pandemic. While the situations
 EFREER AN B B S 3 T XL, of population decline and the concentration of population in urban areas
c AL DEREBENN: LET have not inherently changed, has Kumamoto city taken advantage of being
- EBIZ 502 TY, BEABAIHAIE Zoom TORENE an ordinance-designated city as expected? In this seminar, we would like to
F 12138 e-leaming lc TREEPBOLLET, discuss the ideal future of Kumamoto city and that of the local governments
e-learning TOXEZFZLEND AL, TEBEEEE TTEETEL, across Japan, reviewing the ten-year experience of Kumamoto city as an
ordinance-designated city.
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