
Selected by JST’s “Support for Pioneering Research Initiated by 
the Next Generation” Program in 2024, Global Doctoral Human 
Resource Development Program for Leading the AI Field
Through Interdisciplinary Integration (Guide4AI)” 
has been providing support to students

For Students in a doctoral program who enrolled in April 2025, OR students in a 4-year program 
who enrolled in April 2024 (i.e., students who will be in their 2nd year of a regular doctoral 
program or 3rd year of a 4-year doctoral program as of April 2026). Students who enrolled in 
October are excluded.

Better Co-beingプログラムのホームページ
https://higoprogram.jp/en/bettercobeing_english/

Inquiries：Institute for Education and Student Affairs, Graduate Program Education Promotion Division
E-mail: daigakuin-kyoiku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp

https://higoprogram.jp/en/bettercobeing_english/
mailto:daigakuin-kyoiku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp


Outline for the Guide4AI (Global PhD Program for Leading AI through Interdisciplinary Integration)

Challenges to increase doctoral human resources for AI

(No. 1) Concerns about the long duration of studies and financial burdens.
The program provides financial support of 3.9 million yen per year (including 900,000 yen for research expenses) and career path 

support

(No. 2) Support system at the university level to acquire the latest AI technologies
Guidance and advice based on the latest AI technologies and trends by the Next-Generation AI Talent Development Team

(No. 3) Strengthening the Academic Network
Collaboration with SPRING to cultivate internationalism and interdisciplinarity, and acquire transferable skills.
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Guide4AI (Global University Interdisciplinary 
Doctoral Education for leading AI Field) Program

Fostering PhD graduates who possess international 
competencies and interdisciplinary skills

1.Overseas Dispatch Training Program
2.General Consulting Data Analysis
3.Interdisciplinary Training System
4.English Presentation Support

5.Colloquiums, Retreats, and Presentation 
Meetings
6.Research Life and Support
7.Providing Information Useful for Career 
Selection

Unique support

Collaboration with SPRING

Support for the next year will be determined 
by QE.

AI Talent Development Team

mathematics

cross reality

AI

semiconductor

Medical and Life 
Sciences

F
in

a
n

c
ia

l S
u

p
p

o
rt



Notes on Application
• Completion Requirements

(1) To give a presentation* on AI research at an international conference. However, if the international
conference is a peer-reviewed, acceptance of the paper can be substituted for the presentation
(2) To participate in the reporting sessions held by the program

• Important Notes
• This program is designed to cultivate the next generation of talent in the field of AI (including both 

established and emerging/converging areas within AI). It is not simply about using AI as a tool, but 
rather about supporting students who have the ambition and ability to pioneer and lead the next 
generation of AI

• The Overseas Training Program aims to equip students with the knowledge and connections needed to 
become future pioneers and leaders in the next generation of AI. This will be achieved through 
activities such as gathering information on the latest AI trends and networking with top researchers in 
the field. (Travel and participation fees will be covered by research funds.) The program requires 
participation in international conferences that facilitate these goals, such as AAAI

• The details of the unique support described on the previous page will be determined in consultation 
with the Next-Generation AI Talent Development Team after admission to the program

*International conferences are expected to be in the field of the admitted student's research



Guide4AI Program Support

Financial Assistance

※ Regarding living expenses, after recruitment, the first four months' worth (e.g., April-July) will be paid 
together in the final month (e.g., July), and thereafter it will be paid monthly.
※ The living expense equivalent is treated as miscellaneous income under tax law and is subject to 
income tax and residential tax.
※ Research funds will be allocated to and managed by the research laboratory to which you belong.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration and Career Path Formation Support
• Mentor system

Guidance on courses, research, presentation, English language, career paths, job hunting, etc.

• Support/guidance from distinguished professors, Cross-disciplinary advisors
Guidance on research, career path, etc.

• Generic skill test (PROG test) Support for examination fee and commentary sessions (Only in Japanese)

Assistance will be paid for the standard period of enrolment
※ The amount of support may change depending on  
national policies and budgetary conditions.

（１）Living Expenses：250,000 yen permonth

（２） Research Funds：900,000 yen per year

(Those recruited in autumn: the appointment year and 
the final year research expenses are 100,000 yen)



Graduate School of Social and Cultural Sciences, Graduate 
School of Science and Technology, Graduate School of Health 
Sciences, or Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences at 
this university

Graduate School

Students in a doctoral program who enrolled in April 2025, OR students 
in a 4-year program who enrolled in April 2024 (i.e., students who will be 
in their 2nd year of a regular doctoral program or 3rd year of a 4-year 
doctoral program as of April 2026). Students who enrolled in October 
are excluded.

Eligibility for 
Application

Guide4AI Program:  Approximately 1

※There is no school quota
Number of 

Students to be 
Accepted

Doctoral Student Support Program



Eligibility

 Those who have never been disciplined based on university regulations, etc.

 Those who are able to take part in the educational segment of this program 

throughout the support period

Doctoral Student Support Program

※Those who fall under the following are NOT eligible to apply
 Special Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

 Japanese government-sponsored students and international students 

receiving scholarships or other support from their home countries

 Individuals who receive stable income, such as salary or executive 
compensation, from universities, companies, etc., at a sufficient level equivalent 
to living expenses (annual income of 2.4 million yen or more).
 Applicants who are on leave of absence as of 1st April 2026
(at the time of selection as a program student)



Points to Note
Doctoral Student Support Program

(1) Students should focus on their research activities
(2) Attend research ethics education and compliance education conducted by the University
(3) Students should confirm enrolment each month
(4) Students should submit a research plan and a research report every year to the Program

Supervisor
(5) Throughout the support period, participants are required to complete the following

educational programs as defined by this program:
• Attend all colloquium and reporting sessions
• During the support period, those in the Guide4AI program must present AI research at

international conferences (in the case of peer-reviewed international conferences,
acceptance of the paper can be substituted for a presentation)

Students who are selected for the program must comply with the following terms.
In the case that a student does not comply with any of these terms, payment of living expenses and the research grant may be suspended.



International 
Conferences ・Present AI-related research at an international conference during 

the support period. (For peer-reviewed international conferences, 

acceptance of a paper may substitute for a presentation.)

Colloquium
You can interact with graduate students from different fields and 
countries. Group Discussion and Presentation in English
ex) Training camps, workshops, etc.
※The content changes every year.

Research and Learning 
Outcomes

Debriefing Sessions

You will acquire the skills to make presentations that are easy to understand 
for people in different fields.
・Evaluation by faculty members and distinguished advisors  from outside 
the university
・ Continuation of receiving benefits review (Qualifying Examination)
※The method of holding the debriefing session changes every year
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 Program Application Form（fill out the application form directly）
• We will also confirm your desire to apply for the Guide4AI program

Application Documents
1. Statement of Purpose
2. Research Proposal
3. Confirmation of documents to be submitted (checklist)
4. Score from an external English exam (if you have one)

Application Process

Doctoral Student Support Program

Application guidelines and application documents can be downloaded from the website.
Please apply on the website. https://higoprogram.jp/en/bettercobeing_english/

 Consolidate the Statement of purpose, research plan, checklist 
and English score into a single PDF file and submit it to the 
submission box

 The file name is「The symbol for your department - Full Name」
（E.g.）「D - KUMAMOTO Taro.pdf」
＊Make sure the school letter is a capital letter.
G: Social and Cultural Sciences D: GSST
R: Medical Sciences Y: Pharmaceutical Sciences W:Health Science

https://higoprogram.jp/en/bettercobeing_english/


Application Process

Doctoral Student Support Program

<Important Notes> 
• In principle, changes cannot be made to the information provided after submission of the 

application documents
• Application documents will not be returned
• Applications with deficiencies (e.g., exceeding the maximum page limit) will not be 

reviewed.
• Those who provide false information in their application documents will lose their eligibility 

to apply, and even after selection, the decision to provide support may be revoked

Application period May 1 (Fri) - May 15 (Fri) (strict deadline)



Selection Examination

The following will be assessed:
・Motivation (Clarity of motivation, vision for career path, research enthusiasm, readiness and eagerness to cultivate interdisciplinary 
learning and interdisciplinary research skills, and motivation to pursue career path realization)
・Research Plan (Achievements, clarity of objectives, specificity and feasibility of plans, clarity of application documents, societal 
significance of research, potential for integration with other fields and creation of new academic domains, etc.)

1. Written application (Japanese or English)

You will be asked and evaluated on the following:
・Motivation
・Reason for applying
・Research plan
・Career vision, etc.

2. Interview screening (Japanese or English)

Interviews will be conducted via Zoom
The interview date and time are scheduled for 
Mid-June (approximately 6/9 (Tue.) ~ 6/10 (Wed.))
Details will be sent to you at a later date, to the email address you 
used on the application form

Notification of Selection Results We plan to notify applicants by the end of June.

Kumamoto University Doctoral Student Support Program



https://higoprogram.jp/en/bettercobeing_english/

1. Application
2. Enrolment
3. Financial Support
4. Obligations and Compliance for 

Program Participants
5. Other

If you have any other questions, please contact us at the following address!

Better Co-being Program, Guide4AI ProgramQ&A

Headquarters for Admissions and Education, Graduate Program Education Promotion Division
E-mail: daigakuin-kyoiku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp

https://higoprogram.jp/en/bettercobeing_english/
mailto:daigakuin-kyoiku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp


Program
Application-1

The following example is from a previous year. The notes remain 
unchanged, so please check them and fill in the form for this 
year



Program
Application-2



Program
Application-3

Please enter an email address where you 
can be reliably contacted

Before applying, be sure to obtain 
approval from your academic supervisor, 
or planned supervisor



Program
Application-4

該当URL掲載予定

該当URL掲載予定



Program
Application-5

In addition to this 
program, please 
confirm that you can 
apply for or receive 
research funds, 
scholarships, and 
grants that you have 
applied for or have 
been selected to 
receive.

Within 2 years of 
application



Program
Application-6

When you press send, the 
password for the submission box 
for submitting the application 
documents will be displayed. Be 
sure to record your password so 
you don't forget it.



1. Statement
of Purpose

 Please prepare in Japanese or 
English.

 Please fill in an easy-to-read 
typeface and font size of 11 or 
higher

 Fill out no more than 1 page
 Please fill out the statement of 

purpose, research plan, checklist, 
English score (only for those who 
have it)

 Consolidate into a single PDF file 
and submit to the submission box



2-1. Research
Proposal Form A

※Please fill out Form A in no more than 2 pages

Please fill in the graduate school
affiliation and year, department (field),
and name of your academic advisor as
of the date indicated on the form.

 Please prepare in Japanese or English.
 Please fill in an easy-to-read typeface and font

size of 11 or higher
 Do not change the formatting.
 It is possible to insert figures and tables.
 You can submit in either colour and

monochrome



2-2. Research 
Proposal Form C

※Please fill out Form C in no more than 2 pages

Results of previous experiments (including the 
results of preliminary studies). If you don’t have 
any you can write "Nothing in particular".

 Please prepare in Japanese or English
 Please fill in an easy-to-read typeface and font

size of 11 or more
 Do not change the formatting
 It is possible to insert figures and tables
 You can submit in either colour and monochrome
Please judge by yourself what content you think is
suitable for this form

If your submission is 
incomplete, you may be 

ineligible for review!

900,000 yen for AY2026 and beyond



3. Confirmation of application
documents  (Checklist)

If the number of pages exceeds the 
specified number, it will not be reviewed.

When using generative AI in scientific 
arguments, always be aware of 
truthfulness, honesty, and transparency.

When citing, be sure to cite the source 
to avoid unintentional plagiarism or 
infringement. It is recommended that 
each individual perform plagiarism 
checks using dedicated tools.



Please apply for a free iThenticate
account using the link below

To avoid unintended plagiarism, when 
creating applications, reports, papers, etc., 
make sure to check for plagiarism by 
yourself!

You can also check Japanese texts!

Make sure to check your reports, papers, etc. for plagiarism!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJOyzE5p5b1Vj9qzhWvCP59VCG8i782-CMXn3Xji_UVoKiqA/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJOyzE5p5b1Vj9qzhWvCP59VCG8i782-CMXn3Xji_UVoKiqA/viewform

