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* This seminar will be held in English. | have been fortunate to have a career which has involved

a range of different roles, experiences and enabled me to

EIRAD —H—DFEE% 8 L. RILUFIEE. see many parts of the world.

) —R—DEE. F v VT I\ R EEEZERZEZS—TT, | come from a relatively lower-class background in the
RRARFFRBORE HEEDHEEEFELTCCEBMTELT! North East of England, | am also visually impaired. In the
* X1 —)UIZTHE5 https://higoprogram.jp/seminar_calendar/ UK having a disability and coming from a deprived part of

the UK often means it is difficult to achieve much.
However | am very stubborn and growing up | managed
to get a place at Leeds University to study physics and
astronomy. During my time at university | became
passionate about politics and wanted to see the world.

In 2007 | decided to move to Japan to teach English, |
don’t remember why | made this decision but it turned
out to be the best choice | have made to date. Living in a
different country and learning a different language taught
me a lot about myself and helped me understand what |
wanted to achieve.

Returning to the UK | struggled to find a good job, while
my time in Japan was positive for my own development it
did not reflect well on my CV. | stuck it out and was
eventually successful at getting a job in the UK Civil
Service.

| have now had a range of roles which have given me the
opportunity to see different parts of the world, work with
amazing people and complete work that has supported
UK and international interests. In my talk | will go through
my career in more detail, | will highlight some of the
challenges | faced and how | have tackled them. | will also
reflect on what | have learnt and what | might have done
differently.
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